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SRCD Fights Back Against Administration
Efforts to Restrict Non-Citizens' Access to
Programs

SRCD submitted a response to a federal plan to apply immigration-based eligibility restrictions to programs

such as Head Start, community health centers, and health services.



https://nginx.main.srcd.us2.amazee.io/news

On September 10, 2025, a federal court blocked the Department of Health and Human Services from
enforcing its recent PRWORA Notice in 20 states and the District of Columbia. This means the policy cannot
be implemented in those jurisdictions while the case proceeds. SRCD will continue to monitor developments

closely and engage with partner organizations as the case progresses.

On August 13th, 2025, SRCD pushed back on the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) notice
proposing immigration-based eligibility restrictions that would close access to a significant range of HHS-
funded programs and services, including Head Start, refugee programs, behavioral health services and more,
by classifying them as “federal public benefits.” This reinterpretation enables HHS to bar undocumented
immigrants and other non-qualified non-U.S. citizens from accessing these programs and services, reversing

longstanding agency policy and precedent.

Read SRCD’s Response

In our letter, SRCD highlights the evidence, summarizing the strong body of research demonstrating how
basic support programs impacted by this notice benefit children and families, and underscores what is at

stake for the wider population if access is restricted.

If this interpretation stands up in court, it will bar significant numbers of children and families from accessing
programs with a proven track record to support children’s development, educational outcomes, sense of

community, and long-term wellbeing, among other positive measures.

We want to thank SRCD’s Policy Committee, SRCD Caucuses and members for working with us in our

response.


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/14/2025-13118/personal-responsibility-and-work-opportunity-reconciliation-act-of-1996-prwora-interpretation-of
https://www.srcd.org/sites/default/files/file-attachments/SRCD%20Response%20to%20HHS%20Notice%20-%20PRWORA_0.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/head-start-federal-funding-trump-immigration-934acd1c69ed94992eb491140082bd9c
https://www.srcd.org/about-us/who-we-are/committees/policy
https://www.srcd.org/membership/caucuses

