Interdisciplinary Committee

Mission Statement

The mission of the interdisciplinary committee is to enhance quality, promote visibility, and support capacity
building related to interdisciplinary research in the developmental sciences. Through this, we aim to
facilitate bold but thoughtful boundary crossings between disciplines to address scientific questions and
identify multi-system factors that contribute to innovation and impact on child development. However, the
diversity of theory, methods, and language across disciplines often results in a siloing of knowledge that
impedes progress toward an integrated understanding of developmental phenomena. Our goal is to help
build equitable interdisciplinary bridges that break down these silos, and to inspire as well as foster a culture
that rewards the next generation of scientists to address complex human development questions with an

interdisciplinary frame.

Recent Committee Initiatives (as of 2026):

Advancing Research on Al and Child Development: Interactive Discussion of Priority Questions,
Methods, Safety, and Policy -- Webinar: This interdisciplinary webinar convenes scholars across fields to
examine the implications of artificial intelligence for child development. Panelists identify key research
priorities, methodological challenges, and ethical considerations, while also exploring issues of safety,
governance, and policy. The discussion highlights opportunities for cross-sector collaboration and outlines

directions for advancing research in this rapidly evolving area.

Early Career Interdisciplinary Scholars Fellowship (ECISF) Program: Supports early-career scholars
within five years of earning a terminal degree in a field outside psychology or human development who are

conducting interdisciplinary work in developmental science.


https://nginx.main.srcd.us2.amazee.io/
https://www.srcd.org/event/advancing-research-ai-and-child-development-interactive-discussion-priority-questions-methods
https://www.srcd.org/event/advancing-research-ai-and-child-development-interactive-discussion-priority-questions-methods
https://www.srcd.org/professional-advancement/fellowships/ECISF

Is Technology Good or Bad for Child Development - Webinar: This interdisciplinary webinar explores the

evolving role of technology in child development, highlighting both its potential benefits and emerging

concerns. Panelists share insights across fields and outline a forward-looking research agenda for the next

decade.
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Resources to Support Interdisciplinary Research

Learn More about Interdisciplinary research:

¢ NSF: Learn About Interdisciplinary Research

Colorado State University

University of Denver

Children's Institute, University of Rochester
Virginia Commonwealth University

Kaiser Permanente Southern California
University of Louisville

Boston University

Brown University

Catholic University of Eastern Africa, Kenya

Society for Research in Child Development

e Why, with whom, and how to conduct interdisciplinary research? A review from a researcher’s

perspective

Interdisciplinary-focused journal articles:

¢ Interdisciplinarity, special issue in Nature

e Towards Truly Interdisciplinary Research on Human Development by Ursula M. Staudinger (2015)

in Research in Human Devel opment


https://www.pathlms.com/srcd/webinars/55337
mailto:Samantha.Brown@colostate.edu
mailto:pilyoung.kim@du.edu
mailto:rmcneil@srcd.org
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/learn/research-types/learn-about-interdisciplinary-research
https://doi.org/10.1093/scipol/scae070
https://doi.org/10.1093/scipol/scae070
http://www.nature.com/news/interdisciplinarity-1.18295
https://doi.org/10.1080/15427609.2015.1068047
https://doi.org/10.1080/15427609.2015.1068047

e Teams Do It Better! By Toni C. Antonucci in the book The Study of Human Development
e Let'sWork Together: Towards I nterdisciplinary Collaboration by Ingrid Schoon (2015) in Research in
Human Development

Awards and Funding Opportunities

e Jacobs Foundation

Jeffress Trust Awards Program in Interdisciplinary Research

Monroe G. Sirken Award in Interdisciplinary Survey Methods Research

Interdisciplinary Behavioral and Social Science Research (IBSS)

Jeffres Trust Awards Program in Interdisciplinary Research
Welcome Trust: The Hub Award

Programs

In this page, we include some suggestions of interdisciplinary programs of potential interest for graduate
students, postdoctoral fellows and faculty. The list of programs is not comprehensive, so you can contact the

Committee co-chairs to ask for the consideration of other programs.

e Early Career Interdisciplinary Scholars Fellowship Program (Society for Research in Child
Development)

e Behavioral Health Programs (Arizona State University)

¢ Eliot-Pearson Department of Child Study and Human Development (Tufts University)

e Learner Centered Curricula (University of Southern California)

¢ LIFE Course: Evolutionary and Ontogenetic Dynamics (University of Michigan)

¢ Interdisciplinary Program in Biomedical Sciences (University of Florida at Gainesville)

e Center for Interdisciplinary Studies (Davidson College)

e The Department of Biobehavioral Health (Penn State)

¢ Interdisciplinary Studies in Child Development Concentration (California State University)

e PhD in Human Development and Social Policy (Northwestern University)

e Doctoral Program in Behavioral and Social Health Sciences (Brown University)

¢ Mind, Brain and Education Program (Harvard University)

e Interdisciplinary Studies (Institute for Advanced Study)

e Interdisciplinary honors seminars (Rutgers)

Interdisciplinary Journals


https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781315142029-26/teams-better-toni-antonucci
https://doi.org/10.1080/15427609.2015.1068050
https://doi.org/10.1080/15427609.2015.1068050
http://jacobsfoundation.org/what-we-do/klaus-j-jacobs-awards/
https://hria.org/grants/jeffress/
https://www.amstat.org/your-career/awards/monroe-g-sirken-award-in-interdisciplinary-survey-methods-research
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/ibss-interdisciplinary-behavioral-social-science-research/504832/nsf15-588
http://www.hria.org/tmfgrants/jeffress/
https://wellcome.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19566624686&gbraid=0AAAAAD13oGJT-Smz3Hy6Ry3FVRDZ-njz-&gclid=Cj0KCQjwsdnNBhC4ARIsAA_3hejq9u3JyxHINdnsLk1YytUoFkWp1fpaVqxeGEOLnklzm-Zi1oAC8hsaAmyMEALw_wcB
https://www.srcd.org/professional-advancement/fellowships/ECISP
https://www.srcd.org/professional-advancement/fellowships/ECISP
https://asuonline.asu.edu/dbh
https://catalogue.usc.edu/content.php?catoid=12&navoid=4109
https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/life/
http://idp.med.ufl.edu/
http://www.davidson.edu/academics/cis
 https://hhd.psu.edu/bbh
http://catalog.csustan.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=8&poid=569
http://www.sesp.northwestern.edu/hdsp/
http://www.brown.edu/academics/public-health/behavioral-and-social-sciences/graduate-programs-behavioral-and-social-science/doctoral-program-behavioral-and-social-health-scienc
https://coursebrowser.dce.harvard.edu/course/neuroscience-of-learning-an-introduction-to-mind-brain-health-and-education/
https://www.ias.edu/exids
https://honorscollege.rutgers.edu/academics/curriculum/interdisciplinary-honors-seminars

e The journal Research in Human Development has just published a new special issue calls “Just one
wish for the study of human development” edited by Richard A. Stetterston and Megan McClelland
(Oregon State University). The issue includes the section “Interdisciplinary collaboration and playing
well with others” which contains the following papers:

¢ Research in Human Development

e Early Child Development and Care

e Child Abuse & Neglect

¢ Infant Behavior and Development

e Development and Psychopathology

¢ Sustainable humanity, sustainable nature: Our responsibility, Pontifical Academy of Sciences

¢ The Study That Got Away, Frank F. Furstenberg

¢ Understanding Human Development: Toward a Comprehensive Framework, Frederick J. Morrison
Events

e Biennial 2027


http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/hrhd20/12/3-4
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/hrhd20/12/3-4
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/hrhd20
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/gecd20
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/infant-behavior-and-development
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/development-and-psychopathology
http://www.casinapioiv.va/content/accademia/en/publications/extraseries/sustainable.html
http://tandf.msgfocus.com/c/1vb5u3dQA3uZnYu8Rwc689HlD
http://tandf.msgfocus.com/c/1vb5upHYaiTunN69Wo8FVkQrM
https://www.srcd.org/event/srcd-2027-biennial-meeting

